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C
ongratulations to Glenwood Springs High
School (GSHS) on its victory in the 2011
Colorado Bar Association (CBA) High School

Mock Trial Tournament. The team of eight earned the
right to compete this month at the National High
School Mock Trial Championship in Phoenix. 

Twenty-four teams from across Colorado vied for
the 2011 state championship title. The Adams County
Justice Center and Adams/Broomfield Bar Association
(ABBA) in Brighton hosted the final rounds on March
11 and 12. 

Teaching Legal Skills—Learning Life Skills
Carolyn P. Gravit, Director of CBA Public Legal Education, and

CBA Program Manager Meghan Bush worked with approximate-
ly 200 volunteers, more than 100 coaches, and 200-plus scoring
panelists on this year’s tournament.

“I continue to believe in this program. I know I say that every
year, but it’s truly heartfelt. This program is about so much more
than simulating the trial process; it’s also about learning much need-
ed life skills—and at a very impressionable age,” said Gravit. “Dur-
ing the tournament, the students become young adults before our
eyes, and we are very proud of every single one of them.”

The 2011 team comprised five seniors and three sophomores.
Team members were Erica Arensman, Christian Bergren-Aragon,
Isabel Carlson, Joseph Ciborowski, Grace Gamba, Eileen
Klomhaus, Alex Pototsky, and Hope Whitman. They were guid-
ed to victory by head attorney–coach Charlie Willman, a Glen-
wood Springs solo practitioner. 

Coach Willman said the team’s strengths lay in controlling wit-
nesses in cross-examinations. He thought the students responded
well to cross-examinations, and made good objections and re-
sponded well to objections made of them. 

“They worked very, very hard to get the victory,” said Willman.
“They spent more than 100 hours preparing.”

In the championship round, the team competed against Colo-
rado’s 2010 champions, Lakewood High School. The round was
presided over by Colorado Supreme Court Justice Alex J. Martínez.

“I have often heard young adults express appreciation for their
mock trial experience, recognizing the experience as opening their
eyes to their potential,” said Justice Martínez.

Scoring the championship round in special public appearances
were Michael Belo, from the Colorado Hispanic Bar Association;
Peter Black, CBA Litigation Section Council Chair; Hon. Christi-
na Habas; Hon. William Hood; Hon. David Juárez; Nate Lucero,

ABBA President; and Teri Vasquez, CBA Mock Trial Committee
Co-Chair. 

This is the fifth year in the last decade that GSHS has reigned
victorious in the CBA High School Mock Trial Tournament. The
team’s next challenge comes in the national tournament, which fea-
tures forty-four teams from across the United States and the U.S.
Territories. 

Professionalism and Outstanding 
Performance Awards

In keeping with the program’s tradition, the CBA awarded the
Mock Trial Team Professionalism Award and Outstanding Attor-
ney and Witness Awards. These honoraria are selected by students
and scoring panelists, and recognize outstanding teams and team-
member accomplishments. 

Regis Jesuit was presented the Team Professionalism Award. In
addition, several students were recognized for their outstanding per-
formances as attorneys and witnesses. The students were presented
certificates before their peers, teachers, coaches, and parents. 

Program Logistics
More than 100 teams participated in the 2011 program. At most

schools, the program is structured as an extracurricular activity.
Coaches are volunteer attorneys and teachers, and the work usually
takes place after regular school hours. Mock trial combines some
elements involved in traditional clubs, such as debate, drama, stu-
dent council, team sports, and the Honor Society.

This year, as they prepared for their regional tournaments, more
than 1,200 students were taught about the litigation process. They
were provided the opportunity to acquire critical thinking, advocacy,
strategic planning, and speaking skills. Photos of regional tourna-
ment teams appear throughout this feature.
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Celebrating Twenty-Six Years
The CBA High School Mock Trial Program marked its twen-

ty-sixth anniversary this year. One hundred teams participated in
nine regional tournaments across Colorado. Geographic areas in-
clude Adams/Broomfield; Arapahoe County; Boulder County;
Denver; First  Judicial District; Northern Colorado; Southern Colo-
rado; the Western Slope; and Douglas/Elbert County.

Thank You, Sponsors and Volunteers!
The program is sponsored by the Colorado Bar Foundation and

the CBA Litigation Section. The CBA Mock Trial Committee
credits the program’s success to the tireless and dedicated attorney
and teacher volunteers who shared hundreds of hours, as well as
their passion and their expertise, to prepare the students for the re-

gional and state tournaments. The program thrives because of these
dedicated volunteers.

The CBA also thanks the local bar associations and their attor-
ney members who coordinated regional tournaments, as well as the
hundreds of attorneys, judges, magistrates, paralegals, law students,
and community volunteers who support the regional and state tour-
naments as presiding judges and scoring panelists. Their participa-
tion and commitment give credibility to the program. More than
anything, the dedicated students and their parents and teachers are
the most vital component in this program. We salute you! 

To find out how to become involved in next year’s program as an
attorney–coach or as a tournament volunteer, contact Carolyn
Gravit at the CBA at cgravit@cobar.org, (303) 824-5323, or (800)
332-6736. Visit the program website at www.coloradohighschool
mocktrial.com. 

Finalist teams: Lakewood High School (left) and Glenwood High School.

Fun Facts
 Ellen DeGeneres surprised Chris Page, Rock Canyon High School’s mock trial coach and social studies and

government teacher, on live TV with a brand new Chevy Cruze. Chris also coaches the basket ball teams.
He was approached by a camera during a basketball game. The Ellen  DeGeneres show received hundreds
of letters from students, parents, and fellow teachers about this outstanding teacher. Congrats, Chris! 

 The Colorado High School Mock Trial Program is now on Facebook. 

 The theme of the 2011 case was from the Twilight series. 

 Aurora Central’s team song was “Insane in the Membrane.” 


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Adams/Broomfield
Bennett High School (2); Holy Family High School (2); Mountain Range
High School (1); Northglenn High School (1)

Advancing to State:
Holy Family High School Team A

Arapahoe
Aurora Central (3); Gateway High School (2); Kent Denver (2); Regis
 Jesuit High School (3); St. Mary’s Academy (3); William Smith High
School (1)

Advancing to State:
Aurora Central Team A, Kent Denver Teams A & B, 

Regis Jesuit High School Team A 

Boulder
Boulder High School (1); Fairview High School (1); Justice High School
(1); Monarch High School (1); Peak to Peak Charter School (2); Shining
Mountain Waldorf High School (1)

Advancing to State:
Peak to Peak Charter School Team B, Boulder High School

Denver
Academy of Urban Learning (1); Colorado Academy (3); Denver School
of Science & Technology (1); George Washington High School (2); La
Academia (1)

Advancing to State:
Colorado Academy Teams A & C

Douglas
Douglas County High School (1); Heritage High School (1); Lutheran
High School Parker (1); Mountain Vista High School (2); Rock Canyon
High School (3)

Advancing to State:
Rock Canyon High School Teams A & B

First J.D. North
Arvada West High School (1); Bear Creek High School (1); Clear Creek
High School (1); Evergreen High School (1); Gilpin County School (1);
Lakewood High School (3)

Advancing to State:
Lakewood High School Teams A & B

Northern Colorado
Fleming High (1); Fort Collins High School (1); Fort Lupton High School
(1); Fossil Ridge High School (2); Poudre High School (2); Ridgeview
Classical School (3); Rocky Mountain High School (1); Yuma High
School (1)

Advancing to State:
Fossil Ridge High School Team A, Poudre High School Team A,

Ridgeview Classical School Team A

Southern/Pueblo Colorado
Air Academy High School (2); Cheyenne Mountain High School (1);
Coronado High School (2); Doherty High School (2); Falcon High School
(2); Pueblo West High School (2); Sand Creek High School (2); Vista
Ridge High School (2); Wm. Jackson Palmer High School (3)

Advancing to State:
Air Academy High School Team A, Coronado High School Team A, 

Sand Creek High School Team A,
Thomas B. Doherty High School Team A, 

Wm. Jackson Palmer High School Teams A & B

Western Slope
Durango High School (2); Fruita (1); Glenwood Springs High School (3);
Grand Junction High School (2); Grand Mesa High School (1); R-5 High
School (1); Thomas MacLaren School (1)

Advancing to State:
Glenwood Springs High School Teams A & B

Congratulations to all teams that participated 
in the 2011 CBA State High School Mock Trial Program!
( ) denotes number of teams; teams are listed in alphabetical order, not in order of rank
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Arapahoe

Adams/Broomfield

Teams That Advanced to State

Regis Jesuit High
School Team A.

Aurora Central
Team A.

Holy Family High School Team A.

Not pictured: Kent Denver Teams A & B.
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Boulder

Boulder High School.

Peak to Peak Charter
School Team B.

Denver

Colorado
Academy
Team A.

Colorado
Academy
Team C.
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Douglas

First J.D. North

Rock Canyon High
School Team A.

Rock Canyon High
School Team B.

Lakewood High School Team B.

Lakewood High School Team A.
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Northern Colorado

Fossil Ridge High School Team A.

Ridgeview Classical School Team A.

Poudre High School Team A.
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Southern/Pueblo Colorado

Air Academy High School Team A.

Coronado High School Team A.

Sand Creek High School Team A.
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Southern/Pueblo Colorado (continued)

Thomas B. Doherty High School Team A.

Wm. Jackson Palmer High School Team A.

Wm. Jackson Palmer High School Team B.
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Western Slope

Glenwood Springs High School Team A.

Glenwood Springs High School Team B.

Fun Facts
 The Lakewood High School A team has a mascot named Carlos,

pictured here preparing for the championship round. Carlos is a
dino saur from Mexico. Somehow, Carlos gets away with wearing a
hat in the courtroom. He must be magical!

Melissa Cushing, a member of the 2010 and 2011 Lakewood A
teams, traveled to Houston to fly on NASA’s “Vomit Comet.” 
(The Vomit Comet is the jetliner that executes wild dives to 
simulate  zero gravity.) This is part of an experiment, two years in
the making, involving a plant centrifuge system. Melissa and her
colleagues hope the experiment eventually will fly on the 
International Space Station. 


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  
2011 State Tournament Noteworthy Awards

Outstanding Attorneys.

Outstanding Witnesses.

Team Professionalism—Regis Jesuit. 
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Justice Martínez (at far left) enters the courtroom for the championship round.

Scoring panelists for the championship round.

Lakewood A team, with Carlos, gets ready for championship round. Championship round team members meet in the courtroom.


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2011 High School Mock Trial Tournament Owes Its Success to You!
Thank you to the bar associations that sponsored the

regional tournaments, along with the many volunteers who coordinated them:

__________________________________________

For hosting the 2011 High School Mock Trial Tournament at the Adams County Justice Center, the CBA thanks:
Brian Calzia; Dina Jones; Scott Krueger; Hon. Vincent Phelps; and Melinda Taylor, District Administrator

__________________________________________

The CBA also thanks:
ØCBA Litigation Section, for its $12,000 sponsorship support of the Colorado High School Mock Trial Program
ØColorado Bar Foundation, for its $3,500 grant to support the regional tournaments and to help cover the travel costs of the Colorado Mock Trial State

Championship team to the National Championship in May
ØCBA Mock Trial Committee, for its efforts in planning the 2011 Colorado High School Mock Trial Program: 

Mary Roudebush, Co-Chair; Teri Vasquez, Co-Chair; Hilary Anderson; John Bolmer; David Cain; Rebecca Coffelt; La Kischa Cook; Dennis Kaw;
Robert O. Kristufek; Austin Lewis; Natalie Lien; Porya Mansorian; Elsa Martinez Tenreiro; Amy Petri Beard; Emma Pinter; Katherine Sparks; 
Hon. Peter Stapp; Steve Thies; Tiffany Todd; Cyril Vidergar

__________________________________________

Congratulations, attorney–coaches and teacher–coaches! You made the 2011 program a true success!
__________________________________________

Thank you to all volunteers, scorers, judges, and monitors!

Adams/Broomfield Counties
Cynthia Kowert

Arapahoe County
Angel McCall, Magistrate Bonnie McLean

Boulder County
Christine Hylbert

Denver City/County
Carolyn Gravit, Meghan Bush

Douglas/Elbert County
Donna Stewart, Teresa Wilkins

First J.D.—Jefferson County North
Amanda Cruser, Hon. K.J. Moore

Southern Colorado
Jason Downie, Patricia Kelly

Northern Colorado
Stacey Aurzada, David Ayraud, 
Tim Brynteson, Linda Connors, 

and Sunita Sharma
Western Slope

Barbara Butler, Debbie Campbell

Hon. Donald Abram
Michelle Adams

Terry Adams
Crystal Alley 

Russell Araya
Hon. J. David Arkell

Hon. Patrick Augustine
Eric Bailou
Katie Bauer
Mark Berry

Kathryn  Bohmann
Mark Bove

Brian Bowen
Niceta Bradburn

Hon. Sidney Brooks
Howard Buchalter

Mag. Alan Bucholtz
William Caile
David Cain

Hon. Brian Campbell
Shannon Chambers

Heather Clark
Stefanie Clingerman

Brooke Colaizzi
La Kischa Cook
Crystal Cooley

Megan Coulter
Kelly Cox

Hon. John Criswell
Gillian Dale
Kara Davis

Mary Dilworth
Mark Donavan

James Eichberg
David Ells

Patricia Fennelly
Kellie Fetter
Lark Fogel
Gail Jacobs
Sarah Gillis

Richard James Goff
Jennifer Gokenbach

William Grant
Mary Jo Gross

Erin Grundy
Hon. Robert Hawthorne,

Margaret Haywood
Ruben Hernandez

Bradley Hill
Jody Hobbs

Matthew Holmes
Matthew Holycross
Charlene Hunter

J. Ryan Johnson
Katrina Jones
David Juarez

Seth Katz
Dennis Kaw
Alicia Kim
Sylvia Kirk

Stephanie Knull
Douglas Kotarek
Andrea Kuban

Charles Ledbetter
Marian Lee

Kenneth Levinson
Austin Lewis
Robyn Libow
Sharon Liko

Karin Lindgren
Richard LiPuma

David Little
Jacob Lofgren

Erica Longnecker
Katherine MacKenzie

Matthew Macy
Michael Mantia

Thomas Marrese
Justine Maschino

Maria Massaro

Jenna Mazzucca
Hon. Robert McGahey

Peter Middleton
Laura Mitchell
Lori Mitchell

Vishnu Mitchell
Colin Moriarty

Hon. Edward Moss
Mary Ann Mulligan

Brandi Nieto
Bradley O’Brien

Michael Paul
Jessie Pellant
Emma Pinter
David Piper
Jeffrey Pond
Patricia Post
Janet Price

Matthew Pring
Hon. Gerald Rafferty

Clarissa Raney
Christopher Reeves

Lorena Reyther
Jacquie Rich

Stephen Robertson
William Robinson

Stanton Rosenbaum

Shelly Rosnik
Hillary Ross

Robin Rossenfeld
Jamie Rutten

Rae Sailor
David Schott
Leyla Scott

Linda Siderius
Diane V. Smith

Sean Smith
Katherine Sparks

Todd Stahly
Marc Stanley

Mag. Peter Stapp
Scott Sweeney

Elizabeth Thomas
Emily Vandenberg

Amber Vanden Hout
Cyril Vidergar
Mark Wase

Kristin White
John Williamson
Joseph Winston

Cole Wist
George Wortman
Jessica Zacharias


